
Let’s Communicate! 
September 20, 2019—Week 3 

Thank you for your support and patience as each subject of the 5th grade curriculum is slowly 
and methodically introduced in a way that reviews previously-learned skills/concepts while also 
filling in any gaps that are uncovered along the way:  

• Signed Forms: 
o Thank you for returning all the forms that can seem overwhelming at the 

beginning of the year.  You have been absolutely AMAZING in your 
promptness and responsiveness.   

o I believe that the next batch of forms that will need to be signed will be 
for our upcoming field trip to Mt. Angel Abbey.  I should have them ready 
by Monday.  

• Miss Lindy’s “Tips for Success:” This is basically a write up of my behavioral and 
academic expectations for 5th grade students this year.  I believe this will suffice as 
providing you with the foundation of my classroom management style, which I 
consider to be proactive with a variety of positive reinforcements.  Communication 
is a key to success.  I will include updates through “Let’s Communicate” as needed.  
When in doubt, please refer to our CTK student/parent handbook, because I will 
always defer to it.   

• Field trip to Mt. Angel Abbey on Friday, October 4th, 2019: 
o  Guided tour of the Abbey begins at 9:30 a.m. 
o Noon prayer with the monks in the main church. 
o Picnic lunch either before or after noon prayer (depending on how long 

the tour takes). 
o Students will need a disposable bag lunch from home.  Bottled water will 

be provided. 
o We’ll need drivers and chaperones who are current with their forms and 

this year’s Called to Protect requirements.  
o I’m fine with students visiting the Abbey bookstore/gift shop at the end 

of the field trip, but they will need to be responsible for their own money 
and purchases.  

o We will leave the Abbey grounds at about 1:15 to 1:30 p.m. 
o I will be in contact with Ms. Alex, so you can check with her as to a more 

accurate time of our arrival back at CTK.   
• St. Mary’s Science Department Invitation for CTK 5th Grade Girls:  

o I have sent a copy of the letter I received from St. Mary’s, along with the 
application.  Please complete and return the application ASAP if you 
desire your daughter to be considered.  Mrs. Brentano and I will figure 
out who will be chosen to attend from the pool of CTK applicants.  There 
is no guarantee that St. Mary’s will choose our students because it will be 
a random drawing from all over the Archdiocese.  St. Mary’s requests 
that applications are turned in by October 2nd.  I’d like them a few days 
prior.   

 



• Math Facts Practice:  
o Please help!  5th Grade math concepts “requires” automaticity of math 

facts if we are to move more efficiently through the 5th grade 
Standards/curriculum.   

• STAR 360 Reading and Math Assessment:  These have now been completed for all 
students.  The data received is very beneficial regarding grouping and pacing. Thank 
you for your patience.  

• HW:  Expect at least one or more worksheets in multiple subjects most nights for 
homework, including the weekends.  Regardless, there should always be 
independent and literature circle reading to complete.  We will be starting our class 
novel study next week—Sign of the Beaver.  

o Independent Reading (IR):  Under the “umbrella” of language arts, 
independent reading will be weighted into their final trimester grade.  
The goal for each student is 500 pages read independently.   

o Literature Circles (Lit. Circle):  Due on Monday: 
§ Bat 6:  Read all of Chpt. 3 
§ Potters:  Read to the end of p. 112 
§ Al Capone:  Read to the end of Chpt. 3 
§ Hoots:  Read to the end of Chpt. 4 
§ Night Owls:  Read all of Chpt. 3 

• Class Service Project:  Caring for the inner courtyard.  
o I will soon be picking a Friday afternoon when we will begin our weather-

dependent service project.  Some students have brought in small 
gardening shovels already.  Thank you. More information will be 
forthcoming.  This gardening project is part of our 5th grade science 
curriculum and beautifully satisfies numerous science standards.  It also 
prepares our 5th grade students for Outdoor School next year.   

• UPCOMING SPANISH QUIZ:    
o Next Tuesday, September 24th, students will be given a 40-point quiz:  

§ 10 points for listing numerals 1 through 10 in correct order (1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)—this is a very easy 10 points J 

§ 10 points for writing the correct spelling for numerals one through 
ten in English (one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 
ten).  This score will also count toward a language arts grade 
(spelling).  

§ 10 points for being able to count to 10 in Spanish.  
§ 10 points for being able to spell the Spanish numbers one through 

ten in Spanish (uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, 
nueve, diez).  

o This Spanish requirement DOES NOT apply to students who receive extra 
help from Mrs. Gabrish.  

• Science Test:  This will be given next Monday.  We will go over the pretest WS I sent 
home today.  During class we also worked on a “Quick Study” summary of Lesson 1.  



I was able to teach students how to actively read using engagement strategies and 
notetaking symbols in the margins.  Unfortunately, some students shredded theirs.  I 
don’t believe they will do that again.  Lesson learned.  

• Pencil Grippers:  As stated in “Miss Lindy’s Tips for Success,” the use of a pencil grip 
may be needed if it is determined that a student’s current grip is putting unnecessary stress 
on her/his wrist.  I recommend JARLINK Pencil Grips, which can be purchased through 
Amazon.  I have provided the first one, but I respectfully ask that parents provide 
replacements as needed.   

• Sensory Focus Tools:  These sensory focus tools may occasionally be provided by me.  Please 
consult me first if you bring one from home.  No fidget spinners please.  

• Friday Folders:  
o Completed classwork and homework are being collected and stored in 

the classroom until Fridays, at which time I will be gathering the materials 
to send home to you in a Friday Folder.   

o Language arts materials are stored in their language arts binder, which is 
generally kept in students’ lockers.  Feel free at any time to take a look at 
it.  Students may take them home, but they must be returned ASAP, 
preferably the next day.   

o I requested that students take home their religion textbook/workbook so 
you can see some of the work we have been doing.  

o Please sign the Friday Folder where indicated and send it back to school 
on Monday for future use.   

• Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any of your concerns.  I am open to 
your feedback.   

 
Blessings and prayers to you and yours in all things through Christ our Lord and King,    
~Miss Lindy 


