
 

SLE of the Trimester: A Christ the King student is a Spiritual Person 

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* demonstrate a love of God and others 
* know and practice God’s teachings 
* share gifts and talents generously 

January 7, 2019 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 
 
Last Friday, 16 fourth grade students participated in our class spelling bee. I admire the interest, preparation, and 
courage these students possessed. It is not easy to put yourself out there in front of peers and feel vulnerable. Based 
upon various reactions of students after the spelling bee, it definitely showed that students care and had invested in 
this experience. I would like to congratulate Kaden, Jack S., and Justice as they are this year’s fourth grade 
representatives in our school-wide spelling bee! Thank you to all who considered participating, did participate, or 
respectfully watched on Friday. 
 
During these next three weeks, students will take the winter round of our STAR standardized tests and the AIMSweb 
tests. This is one indicator for me as the teacher as well as you as parents to see growth in each student. It also 
provides information on where students could use additional support and reinforcement. I will talk with the students 
this week about the importance of taking their time, carefully reading each question, and doing their very best. I think 
it is helpful if students hear a similar message from each of you at home as well. This is especially true of the two 
STAR tests. The reading test in particular can only truly represent what students know when they go slow and 
carefully read each question including those questions with a paragraph telling a story or a non-fiction article. I will 
be using the results from the STAR to help guide my reading instruction during this second trimester. The STAR tests 
are aligned with our standards, and students’ results show me the standards for which students need additional 
instruction and support. On Wednesday, students will complete the STAR reading test, and on Thursday, students will 
take the following AIMSweb tests: Reading MAZE, math computation, and math concepts and application. Please 
ensure your child eats a healthy breakfast before coming to school on those days.  
 
This week we will continue our study of long division as we start Topic 10. It is so important students “know,” like 
they “know” their name, their basic division facts. If someone were to ask them their name, they would respond 
automatically. This should be the same for their division facts. If someone were to ask, “What is 63/9?” Students 
should be able to respond automatically with, “7.” Practice, practice, practice is the key. Practicing five minutes each 
night, so students have consistency practicing their facts, will make a substantial difference.  
 
Have a good week! Michelle Doran 
 

Curriculum Overview: 
Religion: Divine Revelation and faith, Chapter 1 test Monday, January 14 

Math: Two-digit by one-digit long division 

English Language Arts: 6+1 Traits of Writing: Organization and Christmas break writing 
Past tense with helping verbs, irregular verbs, and contractions with not 

Spelling: silent letters: kn saying /n/ and wr saying /r/ 

Social Studies: European Explorers to the Oregon Territory 

Science: Sound, waves, and vibrations,  Test Tuesday 

Health: Second Step Unit 2 Emotion Management: Managing anxiety 

 


