
 

SLE of the Trimester: A Christ the King student is a Spiritual Person 

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* demonstrate a love of God and others 
* know and practice God’s teachings 
* share gifts and talents generously 

December 3, 2018 
 

Dear Fourth Grade Families, 
 

Yesterday marked the beginning of a new liturgical year in our Church as we begin Advent. Today we talked about the season of 
Advent, what it means, and how students and families can take time during Advent to prepare our hearts for Jesus when he 
comes again. I showed this video; it explains Advent in two short minutes. All the information comes and goes very quickly, but 
even after just the first viewing, I was impressed at how much information the students understood and remembered. Finally, as 
a class we created an Advent Calendar for our classroom. Each morning, we will open a door and find a simple task that each of 
us can do at some point that day. 
 

Monsignor Cihak spoke with all of us this weekend at Mass about two important experiences we can have as Catholics during 
this Advent season: participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic Adoration. On Thursday, Christ the King 
Parish is having a day of Eucharistic Adoration. As part of our Advent journey as fourth graders, we will spend 10-15 minutes in 
the church Thursday morning. I will prepare students this week for this experience and how to pray and spend quiet time with 
Jesus. 
 

Today we finished hearing saint presentations. I am very proud of each fourth grader who stood in front of his/her peers and 
taught us about his/her saint. Public speaking is difficult but such as important life skill. I appreciate the courage each student 
showed. 
 

Wednesday morning is our field trip to the Oregon Food Bank. We will spend the morning volunteering and helping to provide 
meals for those in our community who wonder where their next meal will come from. We will leave CTK about 8:45 AM and 
return about 12:00 Noon. We will be back at CTK for lunch, so students can sign up for hot lunch that day.  
 

Mrs. Ballou spoke with the class last week about CTK’s spelling bee. This year’s school-wide spelling bee will be during 
Catholic School’s Week, the week of January 28. Students who want to participate will first compete in a fourth grade spelling 
bee. Our class spelling bee will be on Friday, January 4. Mrs. Ballou gave everyone a fourth grade word list, so students could 
begin preparing over the next month. I have also posted this word list on Spelling Google Classroom. I encourage any fourth 
grader who is interested to give it a try; what is there to lose?! 
 

I would like to leave you with a prayer for this first week of Advent: 
Dear Jesus,  
You are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and focus on what is really important. 
We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas.  
Amen.   
 

Have a great week! Michelle Doran 
Curriculum Overview: 

Religion: Advent and Eucharistic Adoration 

Math: Multiplying two-digit by two-digit numbers and problem solving; Topic 8 test Friday 

English Language Arts: Verbs: action and helping, verb tense, and subject-verb agreement 
6+1 Traits of Writing: Organization  

Spelling: ph making /f/ and th 

Science: Minerals, Rocks, and Soil: types of rocks & soil and how we use these resources 

Health: Second Step Unit 2 Emotion Management: Unit introduction 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA

