
 

SLE of the Trimester: A Christ the King student is a Spiritual Person 

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* demonstrate a love of God and others 
* know and practice God’s teachings 
* share gifts and talents generously 

December 17, 2018 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 
 

Thank you all for attending this year’s Christmas program. Fourth grade did a wonderful job and looked so grown up in their 
Sunday best attire!  
 

As we continue our Advent journey to prepare for Christmas, last Friday, fourth graders who practice the Catholic faith, participated 
in the sacrament of Reconciliation. Monsignor Cihak, in his Sunday homily at the beginning of Advent, spoke about two important 
experiences we can have as Catholics during this Advent season: participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic 
Adoration. Fourth graders have now participated in both of these experiences. I was proud of the courage each student showed as it 
is difficult to admit mistakes, yet after students experienced God’s mercy and felt his love surrounding them, they were smiling and 
feeling a sense of relief. Multiple students said to me after, “That was not as bad as I thought it would be.” or “Okay, that was was 
not so bad.” I am thankful to Monsignor Cihak and Monsignor O’Connor for carving out time last week, so students could 
participate in this sacrament.  
 

We are now working on division in math. Oh boy, this week it was evident there are cobwebs that have formed since learning basic 
division facts last year. Students need to easily know 72/8, 54/9, and 35/7 to be successful as we move into long division after 
Christmas break. Last week we were estimating to divide using compatible numbers. Compatible numbers are numbers that can 
easily be divided mentally, numbers that are in a fact family. Estimating 117/3 using compatible numbers would be recognizing that 
11 is not compatible with 3 but 12 is, so 117/3 would estimate as 120/3 = 40. Having students work on their basic division facts 
through 12 over Christmas break will be very beneficial for everyone!  
 

Wednesday is our Christmas party starting at 11:00 AM. Thank you in advance to our room parents Devyn Lomax and Melissa 
Garlington and their “elves,” who are planning this celebration for the class. As part of our celebration, students will reveal their 
Secret Santa. Please help your child decide on a gift that is about $5 in value. Everyone brought home an index card with their 
Secret Santa’s name on it and a few ideas of what that person enjoys. Students should bring in their wrapped gift by Wednesday. 
The last thing we would want is for someone to forget about purchasing their Secret Santa gift. Everyone is welcome to join us at 
the Christmas party. Wednesday is a 12 Noon dismissal with no extended care. 
 

As we head into Christmas break, I would like to leave you all with a Christmas prayer. I will pray for each of you during this holy 
season. Enjoy the break, spending time with family and friends, and all the joys this season has to offer. See you in 2019!  
Heavenly Father, 
May this Christmas season be a time of reconciliation and peace, 
May the love of Christ be with us, and may His peace surround us. 
May our Christmas be a time of healing, giving, and sharing. 
May Your spirit be with us as we share and care in Jesus’s blessed birth. 
Amen. 

  
Michelle Doran 

Curriculum Overview: 
Religion: Third week of Advent and Divine Revelation and faith 

Math: Dividing mentally using compatible numbers and dividing with a remainder 

English Language Arts: Spelling present and past tense verbs 

Science: Sound and vibrations 

Health: Second Step Unit 2 Emotion Management: Calming Down Anger 

 


