
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Spiritual Person 

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* demonstrate a love of God and others 
* know and practice God’s teachings 
* share gifts and talents generously 

December 4, 2017 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

Yesterday marked the beginning of a new liturgical year in our Church as we began Advent. To prepare 
for this, last week students labeled Liturgical calendars to show the various seasons and the corresponding 
colors throughout the year. We also talked about the season of Advent, what is means and how students and 
families can take time during Advent to prepare our hearts for Jesus when he comes again. I showed this video; 
it explains Advent in two short minutes. All the information comes and goes quickly, but even after just the first 
viewing, I was impressed at how much information the students understood and remembered. Finally, as a class 
we created an Advent Calendar for our classroom. Each morning, we will open a door and find a simple task 
that each of us can do that day. Friday’s task said to help a parent prepare dinner. Perhaps your child helped in 
some way Friday afternoon or evening without being asked?! 

During these next two weeks, in Religion we will be creating a Jesse Tree. A Jesse Tree is another way 
to mark the days of Advent while telling and learning the story in the Old Testament from creation to the birth 
of Jesus. For each story, a symbol is placed on the Jesse Tree. Thus far we have read the following stories from 
Genesis: the story of creation, the story of Adam and Eve, Noah and the flood, and God’s promise to Abraham 
that he will have descendents. This week we will read the following stories from Genesis: Isaac, Abraham’s 
first son with Sarah and Jacob’s ladder. Then we will move into the second book of the Old Testament, Exodus, 
and read about Moses and the burning bush, the Israelites and the passover, and Moses receiving the 10 
Commandments. 

The first trimester of the year ended on Friday. Today each student completed a self-evaluation for each 
School-wide Learning Expectation: Spiritual Person, Life-long Learner, and Person of Integrity. Each student 
then reflected on which SLE he/she practices consistently and which SLE he/she wants to focus on in the 
second trimester. I will also complete this same evaluation for each student. These will be sent home with report 
cards. 

Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 PM is CTK’s Christmas Program. Mrs. Sherbo and Mrs. Berger are 
working very hard with students to prepare them. If you know that your child will not be able to attend the 
program that evening, please let me know early this week. 

Enjoy the predicted sunshine this week! 
Michelle Doran  

Curriculum Overview: 
Religion: Jesse Tree 

Math: Multiplying two-digit by two-digit numbers using partial products, mental math, and estimating 

English Language Arts: Novel study Because of Winn-Dixie: citing text evidence 

Spelling: /ur/ spelled er, ir, and ur 

Social Studies: Regions of Oregon: Oregon Coast & Willamette Valley 

Science: STEM simple machines 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA

