
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Person of Integrity  

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* promotes justice, equality, and mutual respect 

* takes responsibility for own actions 
* shows empathy and advocate for self and others 

April 23, 2018 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

The fourth grade did a fantastic job being spiritual leaders for our CTK school and parish community last Friday 
when leading Mass. Students speakers were poised and spoke slow, loud, and clear. All students were reverent and 
respectful setting a positive example for all in attendance. Great job fourth grade! 

At the beginning of the year, I read to the students Have You Filled a Bucket Today? This is a wonderful book that 
uses the metaphors of “bucket filling” and “bucket dipping” to help illustrate to students the effects of their words and 
actions on others as well as themselves. Students learn that when they do kind actions and say kind words, known as 
“bucket filling”, they have a positive impact on those around them as well as themselves. Consequently, when they are 
unkind or use unkind words, “bucket dipping”, they have a negative impact on those around them as well as themselves. If 
you are not familiar with the book, you can listen to it here.  

This week during Religion, we will revisit Have You Filled a Bucket Today? as we work to strengthen the positive 
relationships in the class by brainstorming ways everyone in the class can be “bucket fillers” through each day. We will 
also talk about what to do when conflict arises and “bucket dipping” occurs without responding by “bucket dipping” in 
return. A great question to  ask your child when you greet him/her each afternoon is, “How did you fill someone’s bucket 
at school today?” 

Next week, we will begin reading The Stout-Hearted Seven: Orphaned on the Oregon Trail, by Neta Lohnes 
Frazier. This novel is based upon a true story of a family of seven who ventures west in the 1840’s. We will read this 
novel together as a class to guide our study of the Oregon Trail. I have some copies of the book for students. If your child 
would like to purchase a copy, here is the link to Amazon, and here is the link to Barnes and Noble. There are also some 
copies available at Clackamas County Libraries. Here is the link to view these. All of these copies can be moved to a more 
convenient location for pick up if you make that request.  

On Tuesday, May 22, fourth grade will travel to Salem to tour our state capitol. Our tour is scheduled from 12:30 
PM - 2:00 PM. The first hour we will have a guided tour of our state capitol building and learn more in-depth how Oregon 
government works. Weather permitting, we will then have a 30 minute tower tour where we will learn about the Oregon 
Pioneer statue and climb 121 stairs to see some views of the Salem. I will need parent chaperones as the state capitol 
requires a one to five parent to student ratio who are also available to drive. The tentative time frame on this trip would be 
leaving CTK about 10:30 AM and arriving back about 3:00 PM depending on traffic. If you are available, please indicate 
that on the permission slip.  

Let’s hope the forecast is correct for this week. Enjoy the beautiful, spring, or will it be summer, weather?
Michelle Doran 

Curriculum Overview: 

Religion: Strengthening Positive Peer Relationships through Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 

Math: Identifying and Converting Customary Units of Capacity & Weight 

English Language Arts: Novel study Island of the Blue Dolphins & Writing a Letter to Entertain 

Spelling: V/CV: first syllable is a long vowel and VC/V: first syllable is a short vowel  

Social Studies: Oregon Trail Overnight Memory Book 

Science: Ecosystems 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2r9pAd4bE8
https://www.amazon.com/Sterling-Point-Books%C2%AE-Stout-Hearted-Orphaned/dp/1402736177
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stout-hearted-seven-neta-lohnes-frazier/1111976626?ean=9781402736179
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:284619/ada?qu=the+stout+hearted+seven

