
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Spiritual Person 

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* demonstrate a love of God and others 
* know and practice God’s teachings 
* share gifts and talents generously 

January 29, 2018 
 

Dear Fourth Grade Families, 
Happy Catholic Schools Week! This is one of my favorite weeks of the year. I have always enjoyed celebrating with 

students, faculty, parents, the parish and the greater community all the unique aspects of being in a Catholic school. This week 
reinforces to me why I am called to teach and minister in a Catholic school, and why as a parent, my husband and I choose to send 
our boys to a Catholic school. There is certainly something special about the faith-based atmosphere of a Catholic school.  

Thank you to all the families who attended Mass this weekend. It was wonderful to see so many CTK students and families 
leading Mass and participating in the liturgy. CTK students showed their support and thanks to our parish community for all it does 
to support our school. There are various activities planned for students this week to celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Today each 
class participated in some type of community service. Ask your fourth grader how we helped someone today. Tuesday we will 
honor you, the parents of CTK. With your countless hours of volunteering, fundraising, and supporting your child, CTK is thriving. 
Be sure to stop by the middle-school Science Fair in the gym after you drop off your child(ren). Wednesday we will celebrate the 
students of CTK. In their honor, students get free dress showing their school spirit wearing blue and white. We will also have a 
family group activity in the afternoon. Finally, Thursday we celebrate vocations and our parish staff. Fourth grade will be thanking 
and honoring Mrs. Linda Mainard, our adult faith-formation coordinator. Friday there is no school as all archdiocese teachers gather 
for a faith-formation inservice. It will be a fun and exciting week for all!  

Last week, fourth graders began the second unit in Second Step: Impulse Control and Problem Solving. The skills included: 
● defining an impulse and learning how to calm down before acting impulsively 
● identifying ways to calm down: take deep breaths, counting backwards, thinking of a calming person, place, or 

activity, and positive self-talk  
The skills in Second Step are very important in creating and maintaining healthy peer relations. When a classmate, teacher, or other 
adult asks a student to stop a certain behavior, the social skill of showing respect and empathy to others should tell that student to 
stop the behavior. If a student is upset or frustrated in a given situation, using the skill to calm down before impulsively reacting 
will always lead to a more peaceful resolution.  

As part of morning work, students are answering eight geography questions. This assignment has two goals. First, to teach 
students national and world geography, and second, to reinforce and practice writing skills. Beginning this week, I will be taking 
two grades for this assignment. One grade will be for the geography questions answered correct, and another grade will be for the 
grammar and writing aspect of the assignment. I will be looking for students to repeat the questions in the answer (RQIA), begin 
each sentence with a capital letter, end each sentence with correct punctuation, and capitalize proper nouns in each sentence. Take a 
minute to look over the morning work that is corrected from the past two weeks with your child. Students learn best from their 
mistakes.  

Have a wonderful week! Michelle Doran 
Curriculum Overview: 

Religion: Second Step Unit 2: Impulse Control and Problem Solving 

Math: Long division, Topic 10 test Tuesday 

English Language Arts: Parts of a letter 

Spelling: No spelling this week   

Social Studies: Native American narrative 

Science: Science fair 

 


